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60th  Congress,  )  HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES.  j     Report 

M  Session.       \  1    No.  2113. 


PURCHASE  OF  OLDROYD  COLLECTION  OF  LINCOLN 

RELICS. 


February  11,  1909. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  RoDENBERG,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  submitted  the  following 

REPOHT. 

[To  accompany  H.  R.  25550.] 

The  subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  25560)  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Oldroyd  collection  of  Lincoln  relics,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  merits  of  said  bill,  made  the 
following  report: 

By  the  terms  of  the  bill  it  is  sought  to  purchase  the  celebrated 
01dro3^d  collection  of  Lincoln  relics;  to  acquire  by  purchase,  condem- 
nation, or  otherwise,  the  premises  situated  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  known  as  Nos.  514  and  518  Tenth  street,  NW. 

In  1897  Mr.  Saj^ers  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  purchase  of 
the  house  No.  516  in  said  street,  in  which  Lincoln  died,  appropriating 
$30,000  for  said  purpose.  This  became  a.  law,  and  the  relics  now 
owned  by  Capt.  Osborn  H,  Oldroyd,  which  had  previously  been  in 
that  building,  are  now  on  exhibition  there,  and  are  constantly  men- 
aced with  destruction  by  fire.  It  is  proposed  to  remove  the  adjoin- 
ing houses  mentioned ;  erect  a  suitable  two-story  building  on  the 
rear  of  the  three  lots  and  to  make  the  whole  as  near  fireproof  as 
possible.  In  the  general  scheme  is  embraced  the  purpose  to  beau- 
tify and  park  the  grounds  on  either  side  of  the  building  now  owned 
by  the  Government  where  the  President  passed  away,  giving  added 
security  against  fire.  The  plan  which  has  the  approval  of  the  War 
Department  and  the  former  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  is  herewith  shown: 

This  wonderful  aggregation  of  almost  priceless  souvenirs  and 
reminders  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  said  to  be  the  greatest  and  most 
complete  of  its  kind  in  existence.  It  was  brought  here  from  Spring- 
field, 111.,  where  it  was  located  in  the  Lincoln  homestead  for  years. 
The  collection  has  attained  more  than  3,000  pieces,  the  result  of  nearly 
a  half  century  of  studiously  unremitting  work  by  (Captain  Oldroj^d,  who 
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is'roguided  as  the  l)Ost  equipped  Lincoln  student  now  livinij.  so  thiit  in 
the  asseinblinij  of  the  relies  he  could  not  be  imposed  upon,  hisdiscrim- 
inatintr  knowledi^e  barring  even  an  attempt  at  deception  or  fraud. 
This  makes  the  collection  bear  the  seal  of  authenticity.  Each  piece 
forms  a  unit  Icadiujr  up  to  the  completed  story  that  clusters  closely 
around  the  matchless  lii,'ure  in  human  history.  The  collection  also 
contains  a  comprehensive  libraiT  of  nearly  1.20(i  volumes  relatini^  to 
the  irreat  martyr  and  the  wnv,  with  thou>-anils  of  almost  iinalual>le 
clipi)ini;s,  newspaper  and  mai^a/.ine  liU's,  hundi-eds  i)f  sermons  deliv- 
ered in  various  parts  of  the  land  on  the  assassination,  besides  other 
manuscripts,  oriirinal  letters  and  papers. 

{^Several  very  Hatterinf^  offers  have  been  made  by  individuals  repre- 
senting different  cities  to  purchase  the  Oldroyd  collection  but  the 
owner  has  declined  to  consider  them  as  he  feels  that  the  United  States 
should  ac(|uire  it  in  order  ro  insure  its  preservation  in  this  historic 
building  at  the  capital  of  the  nation  where  it  properly  belongs. 
^  Many  valued  souvenirs  of  the  great  President  are  scattered  over  the 
country  that  would  i\ud  a  place  in  the  pi'oposed  museum  after  assur- 
ance that  a  proper  lirej^roof  structure  has  l)een  erected.  Owners  and 
custodians  of  such  relics  have  so  indicated.  The  National  Museum 
has  many  salient  reminders  of  Lincoln  that  should  and  would  be  added 
to  the  main  collection. 

There  is  no  adecpiate  monument  to  Lincoln  at  the  National  Capital. 
This  would  be  one  full  of  sentiment  of  the  hojiiely  kind.  In  passing  a 
strong  resolution  the  National  Encampment  of  the  (Irand  Army  of  the 
J{ej)ul)lic,  which  met  at  Saratoga,  favoring  the  ac(|uiremen(  of  the 
Oldroyd  collection  by  the  Government,  it  was  set  forth  among  other 
things  that  no  monument  could  be  erected  that  would  appeal  to  the 
whole  ])eople  with  as  much  sentimental  force  as  this  proposed  memorial. 

The  committee  unanimously  indorse  that  conclusion  and  recommend 
that  the  bill  do  pass,  with  the  following  amendment: 

On  page  2  of  the  bill,  section  2,  strike  out  all  after  the  words  "direc- 
tion of  the"  in  line  5,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  "Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury." 

W.    A.    RODENBEKG. 
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